
Basic Facts of How We Are Unfairly Taxed 

 

1.)  System is set up to be run by, and totally controlled by, un-elected entities who are responsible to no 

one, and cannot be removed by anyone except the “Board” who is appointed by another un-elected  

entity.  Finding out who is the head of the monster called the Parker County Appraisal District (PCAD) has 

been a daunting task and as near as I can discern, ONE MAN the Chief Appraiser, has the final say in all 

things pertaining to appraisals and exemptions.  How he is chosen and by whom is extremely difficult if not 

impossible to put a finger on. 

 

2.) Practices that fly in the face of guidelines for agricultural exemptions written and published by the 

Texas Comptroller are routinely disregarded by PCAD.  Example: Pages # 13, 14 and 15 of the Manual 

For The Appraisal of Agricultural Land, regarding change of ownership of land with an existing ag. 

exemption.  The manual states that the new owner must file a new application for agricultural exemption. 

(see bullet 8 under A SUMMARY OF THE 1-D-1 APPLICATION PROCESS ,page 15) which states: Change of use, 

change in the class of use, and change of ownership require a new application.  Please note that the 

statutory guidelines use the word require, meaning mandatory.  This is not the case with PCAD.  Chief 

Appraiser Larry Hammonds has admitted to me, in writing, that this not the case in at least two instances.  

The existing ag exemption was “passed” to the new owner without a new application being filed, in direct 

violation of the Comptrollers published guidelines, which are also approved by the Texas State Property 

Tax Board.  I suspect many more such transactions were made during the last several years. 

 

3.) So called “hobby farms” with agricultural exemptions to avoid property taxes abound in Parker County.  

To meet the minimum standards for an agricultural exemption under the guidelines set forth in the manual 

published by the Texas State Comptroller, you must do two things; a) show at least a $1,000 per year 

profit and b) produce a saleable agricultural product for market.  Most, if not all of the agricultural 

exemptions on parcels of land under 50 acres in size in Parker County do not and cannot meet these two 

basic requirements.  Why then do we have so many of these “hobby farms” that pay almost no taxes? 

I’m afraid you will have to ask that question of your local tax appraisal board, for they are the ones who 

must approve for them to exist.  Several Texas counties have instituted additional guidelines governing 

ag. exemptions to protect their citizens from the additional tax burden shifted to non-exempt property 

owners by the loss of revenue from “hobby farmers”.  Kimble County is the best example I have found, 

and I have researched all of them. You and I must pay the taxes that these tax cheats avoid paying, which 

amounts to being forced to subsidize their hobby with your tax dollar.  

 

ONE MAN’S TAX EXEMPTION IS ANOTHER MAN’S TAX BURDEN 


